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This turn of affairs sent confusion into the ranks of the German 
Socialists and they naturally sought refuge in dialectics. Many, among 
them Karl Kautsky, the well-known spokesman of the orthodox Marx- 
ians, have declared that the Socialists of all countries are right in 
supporting their governments, for every nation is fighting a defensive 
war ; that is, the Allies are defending themselves against the Germans 
and the latter are defending themselves against the Allies — hence both 
are innocent of attacking anyone. To read the German Socialist 
manifestos would have delighted the heart of Alice in Wonderland. In 
Mr. Walling's opinion, the minority of fourteen members who voted 
against the war credits in the caucus of the Social Democrats, repre- 
senting about a half-million electors, were the only simon-pure Socialists 
in Germany. 

Mr. Walling's volume is an indispensable addition to any war library. 

It contains not only a digest of Socialist opinion but the peace programs 

of the various Socialist parties and an account of the State Socialist 

measures adopted by the belligerent nations. 

J. Salwyn Schapiro. 
The College of the City of New York. 

J' accuse. Von einem Deutschen. Lausanne, Payot et Cie., 
1915-— 378 pp. 

/ Accuse. By a German. Translated by ALEXANDER Gray. 
New York, George H. Doran Company, 1915. — 445 pp. 

In this book the responsibility for the present world war is placed 
squarely upon the Austrian and German governments, and in much 
larger measure upon the government of Germany than upon that of 
Austria. As far as Germany is concerned, the ultimate responsibility is 
thrown chiefly upon the Prussian Junker class , which furnishes a larger 
supply of military officers than any other class in Germany and is dis- 
tinctly militaristic in its tendencies. This class saw its social position 
and its political power menaced by the growth of wealth in the middle 
class, and desired war to reestablish its influence. Its efforts were 
aided by a growing body of expansionists and dreamers of world em- 
pire, largely recruited from the middle class and extensively represented 
among university professors and popular writers. Support for an ex- 
pansionist policy was secured in industrial and financial circles by 
creating and fostering the belief that the economic development of 
Germany was fatally restricted by its limited territory, and by the 
systematic opposition of rival states. All classes, including the labor- 



692 POLITICAL SCIENCE QUARTERLY [Vol. XXX 

ing class, were prepared for war by instilling into the popular mind 
the belief that Germany's rivals, particularly England and France, were 
awaiting the first favorable opportunity to attack and crush Germany , 
and that these nations had leagued themselves with Russia in order 
to utilize that empire's enormous potential military resources. The 
pan-Slavic peril was purposely exaggerated in order to create the im- 
pression that Germany would soon have to struggle for its existence. 

The German Emperor, according to the author, desired to maintain 
peace, but was finally overpowered by the war party. The German 
Crown Prince was ' ' the battering ram " used by this party to break the 
resistance of the Emperor. 

In the author's opinion the contention that Germany needed war for 
its full economic development is wholly baseless. His argument on 
this point is admirable. Equally baseless, in his opinion, is the asser- 
tion that the Triple Entente contemplated any attack upon the central 
empires. 

It is the author's belief that the central empires are sure to be de- 
feated. As a German patriot, he regards those who have led Germany 
into a mad and hopeless adventure and who have brought upon Ger- 
many, as well as upon Europe, the enormous sacrifices of life and of 
property, the incalculable suffering and misery entailed by this greatest 
of wars, as criminals who should be held strictly to account. He calls 
upon German people to rid themselves of the semi-absolutist system 
which its present constitution maintains by organizing German govern- 
ment on democratic lines. Then only can Germany be a trustworthy 
member of a universal league of peace. 

Apart from the nationality of the author, this book could not have 
failed to attract attention by the skill with which the evidence is mar- 
shaled and the energy and warmth with which the argument is pre- 
sented. Naturally, however, the statement that the author is a German 
has secured for the book prompter notice and wider circulation than it 
would otherwise have obtained. Naturally, again, the question has 
been raised by Germans and German sympathizers whether the anon- 
ymous author is indeed a German. Such a doubt, in the reviewer's 
opinion, is unwarranted. Apart from the fact that a well-known Swiss 
scholar, Dr. Anton Suter, certifies to the nationality of the author and 
assumes the responsibility of publication, the book bears witness in its 
style, which is not only idiomatic but extremely personal, to the Ger- 
man origin of its writer. To the reviewer it seems clear also, from turns 
of phrases and from local allusions, that the author is not only a Ger- 
man, but a North German ; and it seems probable that he has spent a 
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part of his life in Berlin. It is also clear that he is a man who has en- 
joyed a German university education and whose profession is the law. 

The book is not written in a judicial tone. It presents the case 
against the German government in the tone of a prosecuting attorney, 
and it resembles an address to a jury rather than an argument before a 
bench of judges. If it reaches any great number of German readers — 
a result which the German authorities are said to be doing their utmost 
to prevent — it may be doubted whether, in the present attitude of the 
German mind, it is likely to make many converts. It would have been 
more likely to accomplish this end if it had been written with equal 
sorrow and with less anger. After the war, however, it may produce a 
greater effect. 

The translation is faithful and reproduces with unusual success the 
tone of the original work. It is odd, however, that Fenimore Cooper's 
hero has not been identified by the translator but masquerades in the 
English version as " Lederstrumpf" (page 15). And it is surprising 
to learn that the German Crown Prince appeared in " the tribune " of 
the Reichstag (page 43) ; for we use this word, as the French use it, 
to designate a stand for speakers rather than a gallery or box reserved 
for visitors. Misprints occur, but the reviewer has noticed only one 
that is destructive of the meaning, viz., " Greek Asiatic power " (page 
36) for " great Asiatic power" {asiatische Vormacht). 

Munroe Smith. 

The World Crisis and Its Meaning. By Felix Adler. New 
York and London, D. Appleton and Company, 1915. — 233 pp. 

Dr. Adler makes a notable contribution to the discussion of the all- 
pervasive topic of the present European War, its meaning and conse- 
quences. He does not share either the hopes of those who think 
that the horrors of the conflict will cause war to be abandoned or 
the despair of those who see in the struggle the end of civilization. 
He sees clearly that, if war is to be done away with, the disease that 
causes it must be recognized and cured. Militarism is not the malady. 
Militarism, as he affirms, exists " wherever the preparation for war has 
become a regular business." It is only a symptom of the disease, not 
the disease itself. In this relation Dr. Adler points out the dispro- 
portionate amount of time spent upon preparation for war under modern 
conditions, as compared with the time required under earlier conditions. 
In earlier times, when the machinery of war was simple, preparation 
could be made quickly. In recent times, with the development of 



